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Living Reviews in Relativity:
10th Anniversary for Pioneering Project
in Electronic Publishing

The electronic journal Living Reviews in Relativity, which was developed at the Max
Planck Institute for Gravitational Physics (Albert Einstein Institute), went online ten years
ago, on January 26th 1998. Living Reviews in Relativity publishes freely accessible
review articles on the Internet. These articles are being regularly updated by their
authors (hence the word 'living' in the journal's name) to keep readers continually in-
formed of the latest scientific developments in the various subject fields. 2,500 full text
downloads per month, more than 2,500 citations in peer reviewed journals and much
positive feedback from its readers, are witness to the enormous success the journal en-
joys.

“The founders set out with the goal for the journal to become one of the first places a
scientist looks for information about work in the fields of gravitational physics. And we
are delighted to have reached the goal of providing this service,” Prof. Dr. Bernard
Schutz sums up the first ten years of the journal. The director of the Albert Einstein
Institute, Initiator and Editor-in-Chief of Living Reviews in Relativity adds, “the successful
adaptation of the concept in other scientific fields is an additional confirmation of our
idea.”

On the occasion of the anniversary the AEI is organizing a lecture series with talks by
international scientists from the field of relativity, to take place throughout the year. De-
tailed information will be provided soon at http://www.livingreviews.org.

In recent years scientists and scientific organizations worldwide, among them the Max
Planck Society, have been successfully campaigning for unrestricted (i.e. open) access
to scientific information. With ten years of experience in publishing high quality scientific
content freely available on the Internet, Living Reviews in Relativity is certainly one of
the pioneering projects. Its founders continue to be actively engaged in the ongoing dis-
cussion following the “Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences
and Humanities” and related initiatives.

The Living Reviews publishing platform is now part of the Max Planck Digital Library and
provides technical infrastructure and know how to all scientific institutions that want to
publish similar e-journals in their fields.

Living Reviews in Relativity: http://relativity.livingreviews.org

Web portal of the journal family: http://www.livingreviews.org

Web portal of the journal family: http://www.livingreviews.org/history.html

Press review: https://dev.livingreviews.org/projects/livingreviews/wiki/LivRevPress
Berlin Declaration: http://oa.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/berlindeclaration.html

Christina Weyher Frank Schulz

Max Planck Digital Library Max Planck Institute for Gravitational
Physics (Albert Einstein Institute)

Invalidenstralle 35 Am Muhlenberg 1

10115 Berlin 14476 Potsdam-Golm

Phone: 030/288 86 77 87 Phone: 0331/567 7318

contact@livingreviews.org EditorLR@aei.mpg.de

http://www.mpdl.mpg.de http://www.aei.mpg.de
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Background

Living Reviews in Relativity was developed at the Max Planck Institute for Gravitational
Physics. Since 2001 Living Reviews, because of its success, has been supported by the
Heinz Nixdorf Center for Information Management in the Max Planck Society (ZIM),
which made it possible to expand its developments into a publication platform. The Max
Planck Digital Library, founded in 2007, continues the activities of the ZIM.

Already three new journals were started by Max Planck institutes and other academic
institutions:

2004: Living Reviews in Solar Physics http://solarphysics.livingreviews.org
2006: Living Reviews in European Governance http://europeangovernance.livingreviews.org
2007: Living Reviews in Landscape Research http://landscaperesearch.livingreviews.org

More journals in other fields are currently in planning stage.

To guarantee continuous high quality of the journals, each one has an editorial board of
international scientists, and articles undergo peer review before publication.

The technological possibilities of the Internet are ideal for presenting scientific content
and additional material (e.g. movies, images, program code, etc.). The specially
developed software (web publishing, databases, workflow) supports the publication
process and is freely available for re-use.


http://solarphysics.livingreviews.org
http://europeangovernance.livingreviews.org
http://landscaperesearch.livingreviews.org
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